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Obama: The reality of the change

Data: 18 November 2008
Obama’s internal dilemma
Independent European sources observed that President-elect Barack Obama ascended to power to face brinkmanship, underscoring that he will encounter many serious challenges in the beginning of his era stemming from the military establishment, the Congress and pressure groups, in addition to other catches pertinent to the 14 trillion dollar bulky debt left behind by George Bush. The sources unveiled that the new President must be able to prove himself first, because he does

not have a strong base. It is likely that he will be carefully tested by his entourage which is chosen by the Establishment. For example; Ram Emanuel, Obama’s Chief of Staff, who served in the Clinton Administration, was very hostile towards others in the White House, because he had awkward positions. Also, Senator Joseph Bidden, the elected Vice President, has a multifaceted personality, and has tiresome attitudes and visions.

Regarding the financial crisis, the sources remarked that it sprung from the accumulated follies of the previous eight years and the spiraling US debt which became far higher than the 7-8 trillion dollar Gross National Product. So, the crisis will linger for a long time. It may well extend to the second term of presidency. It is also expected that the Middle East will take an essential part in solving this crisis. Concerning the Military setup, Obama has 600 bases in the US, 400 bases in Europe, 400 bases in the Middle East, and 240 bases in Asia. In this context, he is expected to face the biggest defiance from the Congress which has additional powers relevant to war declaration, and undoubtedly the Congress will expand his authority in the decision-making, the sources disclosed. “People were driven by their sentiments to elect Obama, but unfortunately, they do not see what lies behind him. They voted for the symbol which represents a fresh need for a change.” The sources explained. “The US establishment which brought Obama to power believes that he is capable of granting it a breathing space to piece up things together, and open new relations with Europe and the Middle East to solve some of the entangled problem,” the sources elaborated. “The Establishment wants a” dose of hope” to get a window opportunity,” the sources concluded.
Obama is ready to move

Apparently, the new Administration is already armed with a Master plan to carry out the previous understandings reached by the Bush Administrations. Former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice came to the region to link up the knots of the package which Dennis Ross would jump start soon. The region will be recipient to any deal without negotiation. Therefore, Obama will move immediately without fearing any hindrances. The core issue of the US crisis in the Middle East is how to fill the political vacuum, especially after the declining of Egypt and Saudi Arabia leverages. As a result, Iran and Israel have become the only contenders. It is forecast that a progress may happen on the Palestinian track pending Obama’s rein as Israel would be inclined to show some flexibility to reach a compromise in compliance with its terms and conditions. Also, Israel would work hard on achieving a non-aggression truce with Lebanon for the sake of diverting the Arabs’ attention to Iran. In relation to Iran, The United States wants to downsize Iran’s influence. Denis Ross, a main advisor and coordinator of Obama’s political affairs, will start talks with Iran to fill the political vacuum and influence in the region, especially with the presence of Hezbollah in Lebanon, and Hamas in Gaza. The dialogue, which would be initially triggered by the European Union aims to disengage Iran from the Arab- Israeli conflict, and to scale back its influence in Iraq. As for Iraq, Obama speaks of “gradual and regulated withdrawal. It is not in the interest of the US troops to deploy inside the country. As the Iraqi security situation has improved, the talks are now centered on ensconcing the US forces.
Obama’s correctional movement

In this context, Secretary-General of the Arab-American and Islamic Congress, Dr. Zakaria Khalaf underscored in a statement that Barack Obama’s triumph in the Presidential elections was not a revolution, or a coup, but rather a “correctional movement” from inside the US political regime, especially after this system had reached a slippery slop due to the Bush Administration’s policies. This drove Some Republican party prominent members to support Obama against McCain, who adopted the same political contents of the Bush

Administration in his campaign.
“The coup happens only in social and cultural concepts, allowing an African immigrant, who carries an Arab-Muslim name to become a President. It is a coup against American notions inconsistent with the US constitution nature. They are of low value to the new generation, in light of the increasing number of non-European immigrants who will form, during the coming decades, the majority of the population Those immigrants, the minorities, and the new American Generation, were the base of Obama ’electoral campaign and the effective popular force behind his landslide victory.
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,” Dr. Khalaf added.
Regarding Middle Eastern policy, Khalaf said that the Obama’s Administration was expected to deal with the Palestinian cause in compliance with the US interests, anticipating that this issue would be

postponed until reorganizing the Iraqi situation, the US-Russian relations, and US-Syria-Iran relations.
 “Damascus and Teheran can heavily influence the Iraqi and Palestinian causes,” Khalaf added.
 “Obama will define the role he wants to play in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict to reach a comprise, following the drawback of the US influence in the Middle East region, and the mounting leverage of other parties, including Russia, France, China and India in this Respect.. This would change the US diplomatic weight in the foreseeable future,” On the shift which would happen in Obama’s foreign policy, Khalaf said “Obama’s Administration would drop the Pre- emptive wars theory, Khalaf remarked would resort to negotiation with Washington’s foes, and would cooperate with the International community pertaining to fatal global issues.”

Khalaf warned that Obama is bound to face very grave challenges on Middle Eastern foreign policy, because he must reformulate this policy if he wants to extract the US from the ominous tunnel of Bush bygone era. Concerning his meeting with President Obama, Dr. Khalaf said “The first priority on Obama’s political agenda is solving the financial and the stemming economic crisis. I asserted to him the imperativeness of dealing practically with the Middle East peace process. It is a crucial axis which would lead to constructive consequences, and to improving the US image in the Arab and Islamic world if Obama plays an active and balanced role tantamount to a peaceful solution. Therefore, he should use his political capital to convince the Congress and the US opinion that resolving the Arab- Israeli conflict is a strategic goal which serves US national and economic interests.”

Finally Dr. Khalaf says “Obama may not transcend to the height of hopes the world populaces pinned on him. However, he
will try hard to meet the aspirations of the American people who elected him as a President.”
Conclusion

It is widely believed in the Arab world that Barack Obama came to power to embellish the ugly picture of the United States which had been stained by the Bush Administration. He will beautify, through his future tours to the World, the image of the US democracy in line with Baker-Hamilton report. Joseph Bidden will be the Administration mastermind, who will work with the new team, on taking control of the African oil resources which have so far emerged in many countries. Bidden is the actual leader, whereas Obama is the token
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